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Welcome at the presentation of the Master’s Programme Urban Environmental Management. 

Picture 
• This picture shows an integral vision to deal with future urban growth and sustainability for a test site in The Hague 
• The UNStudio’s vision for The Hague is one of the studies made for ‘The City of the Future’, a joint initiative by BNA Research (the Royal Institute of Dutch Architects), the Delft University of Technology, the Delta Metropolis Association, the municipalities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht and Eindhoven, the Directorates-

General for Mobility and Transport, the Environment and Water, the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management and the Ministry of Interior. 
• The teams included landscape architects, urban planners, mobility experts, experts in the field of circular economy, energy transition, future strategies, big data, smart cities etc. The teams worked on a level playing field together with municipalities, stakeholders and experts in the field of important innovations. 
• This process gives and idea what kind of disciplines are involved in urban environmental management, but also the way of working: cooperation between the different disciplines.  

Why? 
Sustainable management of the urban environment has become one of the major challenges of the 21st century. Currently about half of the world’s population lives in an urban environment and by 2030 it is expected to be 60%. 
This development calls for control of the environmental impacts of urbanisation like growing traffic, increasing waste emissions, deteriorating air and water quality, and growth in energy and resource consumption, increasing heat and rainfall.  
Of particular concern are the speed and scale of urbanisation in the developing world, as many Asian, African and Latin-American cities are incapable of providing adequate housing and basic urban services. Inadequate water supply, sanitation, waste collection and waste management systems are the cause of serious urban pollution and 
health hazards.  

Aim of the programme  
The programme emphasises the development of 
• a cross-disciplinary outlook, 
• critical thinking,  
• analytical, problem-solving and practical decision-making skills  
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4 Perspectives - 7 Thesis Tracks

• Urban Systems 
Engineering

• Environmental 
Systems Analysis

• Environmental Policy 
• Environmental Economics 
• Business Management 

and Organisation

• Geo-Information 
Science 

• Land Use Planning

Spatial 
Planning Governance

Environmental 
Technology & 
Infrastructure

Environmental 
Quality & Health

4 essentials perspectives 
The Master’s Programme Urban Environmental Management unites four essential perspectives on the urban environment: environmental quality and health, environmental infrastructure and technology, spatial planning, and governance. For every perspective you see the thesis tracks. 

7 thesis tracks 
In this programme you need to choose a thesis track to specialise in. The chair groups where you can do your thesis offer several research themes. For this Master’s Programme Urban Environmental Management, your thesis topic always needs to be urban/management-related. 

More information about the thesis tracks 
In the coming 7 slides we will give an impression / a “feel” of the 7 thesis tracks. It will show the research themes, and examples of topics and titles of thesis reports. 
To prepare your choice: 
• you can find more information on research themes, topics, projects, publications at the relevant chair groups. See the hyperlink in the respective slide titles. 
• Read the thesis track information on https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/master/MSc-programmes/MSc-Urban-Environmental-Management.htm, and read the content of the courses by clicking the names of the courses. 

Before starting your studies you will have a personal meeting with your study advisor to discuss your choice of the thesis track and the courses. 



Thesis tracks 

Urban Systems Engineering | ETE  
Environmental Technology Group  

Urban wastewater reuse for 

agricultural irrigation to adapt micro-

climate variability: The case of Addis 

Ababa | A. Asrat 

Urban food and water

Aim 
You focus on development and evaluation of sustainable concepts and technologies for urban water, sanitation, materials and energy management. 

Professionals in the field of urban systems engineering develop and implement suitable technologies, infrastructure and management systems that enable recovery of resources, close energy, water and materials cycles, create a healthy urban environment, and thereby contribute to the quality of urban living. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Agrotechnology-and-Food-Sciences/Environmental-Technology/Research/Urban-Systems-Engineering-1.htm


Thesis tracks 

Environmental Policy | ENP  
Environmental Policy Group  

Themes 
▪ Sustainable Urban Infrastructures 

▪ Sustainable Food Transformations 

▪ Governing Climate Futures

City climate mitigation & diplomacy: 

a study of small- and medium-sized 

cities in Thailand | Blume, Lorenz | 

2017

Environmental risk governance  in 
coastal cities

Citizen participation 
in urban food production

Aim 
You contribute to sustainable development by developing the theoretical and empirical tools to analyse, evaluate and (help) design democratic processes of environmental reform from the local up to the global level.  

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Social-Sciences/Environmental-Policy-Group.htm


Thesis tracks 

Environmental Economics | ENR  
Environmental Economics and Natural Resouces Group  

Local production and waste 

management of sanitary napkins: an 

economic analysis for cases in India | 

D. de Vries

Adaption to climate change

Aim 

You integrate knowledge and insights from natural sciences and technology with economic expertise. The programme focuses on the information and methods needed for assessing impacts, cost-effectiveness and efficiency of policy options which is needed to improve environmental decision making. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Social-Sciences/Environmental-Economics-and-Natural-Resources-Group.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Social-Sciences/Environmental-Economics-and-Natural-Resources-Group.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Social-Sciences/Environmental-Economics-and-Natural-Resources-Group.htm


Thesis tracks 

Environmental Systems Analysis | ESA 
Environmental Systems Analysis Group  

Themes 
▪ Pollution and Nutrients 

▪ Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity 

▪ Environmental Change and Sustainability

Urban Sustainability Indicators 
for Jakarta, Indonesia | Patria 
Dewie

Effect of Urban Greenery on 
Indoor Environmental Quality

Transitioning to a low-carbon society

Aim 
You describe and analyse causes, mechanisms and effects of urban environmental problems, and identify the most sustainable solutions. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Environmental-Sciences/Environmental-Systems-Analysis-Group.htm


Thesis tracks 

Business Management & Organisation | BMO  
Business Management & Organisation Group  

Cradle-to-cradle Certification: a 

potential strategic tool to change 

business models | RE van 

Ravensberg | 2016

Aim 
You focus on the strategy and organisation of the firm, as embedded in the value chain and influenced by the broader network of public and private stakeholders. You particularly focus on the sustainability oriented innovation and entrepreneurial processes. To do so, you use a mixed methodology that relies on combining large scale field 
surveys with case studies, focus group discussions and experimental design. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Social-Sciences/Business-Management-Organisation.htm


Thesis tracks 

Geo-Information Science | GRS 
Laboratory of Geo-information Science and Remote Sensing  

Event recognition in public transport trajectories; 

a case study on Helsinki tram and bus 

movements | A. Bergsma

Aim 
Management of the urban environment increasingly requires reliable spatial information, e.g. on land use, infrastructure, population density or environmental qualities. Especially with the use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS) spatial information can be stored, retrieved, combined, analysed and displayed (mapped) in a flexible way. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Environmental-Sciences/Laboratory-of-Geo-information-Science-and-Remote-Sensing.htm


Thesis tracks 

Land Use Planning | LUP  
Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning Group  

Themes 
▪ Climate Action 

▪ Urban Development & Mobility

Assessing sustainability in urban 
redevelopment projects: The case of Addis 
Ababa – Ethiopia | W. TessemaManaging Public Space

Food system planning

Aim 
You study the process and substance of spatial planning. Spatial planning is a discipline on the nexus of practice and science. Spatial planning in practice relates to a wide variety of activities such as analysing the spatial organisation, organising planning processes and designing plans and visions for future situations. Spatial planning as a 
scientific discipline reflects on these practices and develops new insights and knowledge about (spatial) concepts, strategies and instruments. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Chair-groups/Environmental-Sciences/Landscape-Architecture-and-Spatial-Planning-1.htm


Your Study Programme

▪Compulsory courses 
● Preparatory training? 

● General programme 

● Thesis track 

▪Restricted optional courses 
▪ Free choice courses 
▪ Yoúr thesis, yoúr internship 
▪Career oriented profiles 

● MSc Track Entrepreneurial 

● Climate KIC (entrepreneurial) 

● WIMEK Graduate Programme  

● WASS Graduate Programme

photo: esacroatia.com

Tailor your programme!  

By choosing your 
• restricted optional courses 
• Free choice courses 
• Topics for the thesis, internship, Academic Master Cluster 
• Career oriented profile if you are interested in entrepreneurship or becoming an researcher 

https://www.wur.nl/en/article/MSc-Track-Entrepreneurship.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/newsarticle/Climate-KIC-Master-Label-Programme-.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/PhD-Programme/Graduate-Schools/www.wur.nlwimek/Funds-and-fellowships/WIMEK-Graduate-Programme.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/PhD-Programme/Graduate-Schools/Wageningen-School-of-Social-Sciences/WASS-Graduate-Programme.htm


Your study programme 

Example ‘Environmental Policy’

This is an EXAMPLE of a study plan, the DEFAULT study plan as you can find on the website at MUE – Environmental Policy thesis track. 

Academic Year: 6 periods 
• 4 periods with 12 credits (MOrning and AFternoon courses) 
• 2 short period with 6 credits (whole day courses) 
• Resit exam periods in February and August 

2 years programme 
• First year: courses 
• Second year: thesis and internship (in no particular order) 
• If, because of very relevant pre-education, you don’t have to do Research Methods (period 2), you can choose a free choice course. Your study adviser decides if you can skip this course. 
• You don’t have to do all urban courses. If you do 2, you have room for free choice courses. The same counts for the “orange” courses. 

You have always a start meeting with your study adviser to discuss your (preliminary) study programme, before starting the academic year. 



Your study programme 

International classroom

123 students (April ‘20) 

21 nationalities 

63 started in Sep ’19

Nationality current MUE 
students (April '20)

Dutch
European, non-Dutch
Asian
Latin American
North American
African



Your study programme 

International classroom

Cooperative learning in an international classroom

▪ Interdisciplinary 

▪ (Intercultural) communication 

● Authenticity 

● Willingness to understand 

● Respect 

▪Mix of teaching methodologies 

A nice mix of people with different educational and cultural backgrounds and interests. So many different personalities, doing different thesis tracks or even different programmes. This has consequences for the way of learning. We call it “Cooperative learning in an international classroom”: interdisciplinary, with respect and willingness to 
understand each other. Mix of teaching methodologies: lectures, practical exercises or experiments, individual case work, group work, “role plays”, computer models, field visits, independent study, academic internship, thesis research.



Your career 

Career preparation

▪Career oriented profiles 

▪Skills training 

▪Academic Master Cluster 

▪ Internship and thesis 

▪Career events 

▪Student Career Services

With your master programme you prepare for your career. 

You can tailor your programme by choosing: 
• Career oriented profiles: entrepreneurial track or research tracks (or none of these) 
• Skills trainings in the fields of: 

o research methodology and writing 
o ethics and philosophy 
o personal development 
o sustainability 
o communication skills 
o professional skills 

• Topics in the Academic Master Cluster, internship and thesis 

We have a Student Career Services: that organises drinks, markets, CV-checks, etc. 

Make use of the possibilities we offer! 



Your career 

Employment and career development

Employment market sector branches 
MUE 2003-20164%

19%

17%

21%

9%

23%

6%
Other services
Consultancy
Trade & Industry
Government
Organisations and associations
Education & research
Information Technology

The pictures shows in which sectors graduates from the MSc Urban Environmental Management work. 

They are well-equipped with the skills and knowledge to continue academic training (PhD) or continue their career outside the University.  Graduates have continued their career in: 

• City management 
• Environmental research 
• Urban planning and environmental consulting 
• Water, waste management and transport 
• Construction and building stock management 



Your career 

Alumnus testimonial

Felipe Bucci Ancapi 
MUE graduate 2017

▪ Teacher Environmental Management, 

University of Concepcion, Chile 

▪ Researcher Faculty of architecture, 

urbanism and geography, University of 

Concepcion, Chile 

▪ Founder and manager of Techtus: 

smart solutions for environmental 

problems 

Read Felipe’s story here 

Meet Felipe, one of our alumni.  
Read his story at our website – click the hyperlink 

https://www.wur.nl/en/testimonial/Felipe-Bucci-Ancapi-MSc-Urban-Environmental-Management.htm


Why Wageningen?

To explore the potential of nature 
to improve the quality of life

▪ Different programmes and 
different perspectives 

▪ Solution oriented 

▪ Research institutes network 

▪ International classroom 

▪ Tailor your programme 

▪ Specialist with broad view and 
cross-curricular skills

Summarized the strong points 

• We have different programmes in the field of environment and ecology, of which you can add courses to your programme 
• You work on solutions for real, actual problems 
• We are part of a huge network of research institutes, using each others skills and knowledge, opportunities for theses and internships etc. 
• You are part of an international classroom. You learn how to work interdisciplinary and cooperate with people with  a lot of different backgrounds 
• You can tailor your programme 
• You become a specialist with a broad view and cross-curricular skills 



Admission to the programme 

General admission requirements

▪Admission Board 

▪Complete in two years 

Basic for all MSc of Wageningen University: 

▪BSc relevant field 

▪GPA at least 70% of scale maximum 

▪ Fluency in English 

▪Good working knowledge on mathematics and statistics

If you are interested..... 

You can apply for admission via our website https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/master/MSc-programmes/MSc-Urban-Environmental-Management/Application-and-admission.htm 

The admission board assesses if it is possible to complete your master’s in two years, depending on level and relevancy of your pre education.



Admission to the programme 

Specific requirements for MUE

▪BSc Environmental Sciences 

▪Relevant BSc degree, e.g. 
● Environmental Sciences/Studies 

● Urban Studies 

● Geography 

● Management Studies 

● Economics 

● Environmental Engineering 

● Architecture 

▪ Other BSc degree and relevant working experience 

In case of deficiencies in your BSc: see pre-master’s programme

In case of deficiencies in your completer bachelor education, you may eliminate these deficiencies by following a pre-master’s programme. 

https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/master/Pre-master-programme.htm


Admission to the programme 

Application Deadlines

For September 2020 

▪ NL/EU/EFTA: 1 July 2020 

▪ Non-EU/EFTA: 1 May 2020 

STUDIELINK: request for enrolment



More information

▪Wageningen University 

▪Urban Environmental Management 

▪Study handbook 

▪Activities for future master’s students 

▪Suzanne: student coach 

▪Student for a day 

▪Study Association Aktief Slip

https://www.wur.nl/
https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/master/MSc-programmes/MSc-Urban-Environmental-Management.htm
https://ssc.wur.nl/Handbook
https://www.wur.nl/en/Education-Programmes/master/meet-us.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Persons/Suzanne.htm
https://www.wur.nl/en/Persons/Suzanne.htm
https://www.aktiefslip.nl/


Master Urban Environmental Management

Student Experience

30-4, Suzanne van Loosbroek

Hey everyone! My name is Suzanne and I hope this presentation can give you some more insight in the master programme Urban Environmental Management. 



Who Am I

▪ First year MSc student 
Urban Environmental 
Management 

▪ Thesis track Urban System 
Engineering  

▪My background: BSc 
Environmental Sciences, 
major Environmental 
Technology at Wageningen 
University & Research
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I’m a first year student Urban Environmental Management and I decided to do the thesis track Urban System Engineering. I also did my bachelor Environmental Sciences in Wageningen, where I specialised in Environmental Technology. 



Why Wageningen?

▪ Freedom in programme design 

▪ Practical focus 

▪University Quality

25

One of the main reasons for staying in Wageningen for my master programme was the freedom in the programme design. I was able to add for example a programming course to my programme in my free choice space. I also really enjoy the practical focus of the university. There is a lot of group work in most of the courses, which I really 
enjoy. You get to apply your newly gained knowledge immediately. The university is known for delivering high education, which was also a reason for me to stay. 



Subjects

● Urban System Engineering 
● Mandatory Courses 

● Exchange to Spain

26

As mentioned before, I decided to follow the Urban System Engineering track. I liked the more technical focus I had in my bachelor and therefore decided to again go for the technical track. To make this decision I mostly looked at the (mandatory) courses, which can all be found via the wur webstie. I’m also planning on extending my master 
with half a year to be able to go on exchange to Madrid. 



Urban System Engineering Thesis Track

▪Development of Technological Solutions 

▪Resource Flows 

▪ Integration of Elements of Different Systems 

▪Development of Tools for Technological Assessment 

▪ Integration of Environmental Technologies into Urban 
Design

27

So a little more on Urban System Engineering. I discovered during my bachelor that I was really into mass flows and resource flows, which ties in nicely to circular systems in the urban environment. I also really enjoy the focus on integrating all the different technologies and aspects that you learn. Also including some spatial planning courses, 
which give a good indication on how to incorporate more social aspects and how to look at certain challenges from different standing points. The five points on the slide are the five key points for this particular thesis track. 



Original Timeline
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*I will also work on my thesis during the holidays to be 
able to finish within this timeframe

Originally this was the planning I had in mind. First I would have all my mandatory and thesis track related courses. Then I would do European Workshop, which is a large group work course in which you also have two weeks of field work abroad. In September I was supposed to go to Madrid for half a year, after which I planned to do my thesis 
and internship. However, due to the circumstanced I decided to switch some things.  

A little more explanation on European workshop and ACT: It is mandatory to do one of these during your master programme. They are both focused on consultancy work. You work together with your groupmates on a real case for 8 weeks. The difference between ACT and European Workshop is mainly that ACT subjects can be a little broader 
and European workshop will always be focused on an environmental problem/challenge. Also the fieldwork in European workshop is different since you go abroad for fieldwork. This year for example the case studies were in Malta, Mallorca and Porto. 



New Timeline due to the Corona Virus
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*I will also work on my thesis during the holidays to be 
able to finish within this timeframe 

Because of the fact that everything is online now, the trips from European workshop were cancelled. Since the groups are quite large, I felt online groupwork with that many people would not contribute that much to my experience and I therefore decided to start early with my thesis instead. Like I said before, the programmes can be quite 
flexible as long as you contact your study advisor about the changes you would like to make. I am also debating on pushing my exchange back with half a year. By doing this I can first finish my thesis and follow either ACT or European workshop before I go to Madrid. After exchange I would still be able to do my internship. 



Extracurricular Activities
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Next to my study I also still have enough time to do other things. Every Saturday I still work in a supermarket in my hometown (during the week I do live in Wageningen). I’m also learning Spanish at the WUR in preparation for going to Madrid and I work as a student coach for Environmental Sciences and Urban Environmental Management. I 
used to by active at my study association Aktief Slip as well, but since a few months I made the decision to focus on other things instead. 



Thank you!

Questions?

31

I hope this gives you some ideas on the possibilities within this MSc programme. If you have any questions you can ask them through the chat or contact me through the student coach contact form on the website!



Chat with us!  
 
 

You can chat with us for any questions or any clarification you 
require to make your choice for Environmental sciences.  

Chat is only during the Master Open Day 30th April 2020

Inge van Dijk 
Student

Suzanne van 
Loosbroek 
Student & 
Student Coach

Jan-Jaap Raffe 
Student

Leo Bregman 
Study Adviser



▪ Chat with study advisers and students 

▪ Check our FAQ’s about application, housing, scholarships, visa, costs, 
introduction days, Wageningen, student for a day, corona and more 

▪ Take a virtual tour with one ore more of our students who will show you their life

What else can you do at this open day?

▪Watch videos with tips for 
choosing a study programme, 
about student life and study 
experiences



Thank you for your attention. 


